
FAREWELL CELEBRATION (COMMISIONING) 

Shortly before departing to the field, global(x) would like to participate in a farewell celebration 
(commissioning) planned and executed by you and your care team.  The foundation for this is what 
the Antioch church did for Barnabas and Paul in response to the Holy Spirit, “So after they had fasted 
and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.” (Acts 13:3) 

Purposes 
• Publicly reaffirm that global(x), and your supporters believe you are called and gifted for long-

term service. 
• Reinforce your supporters’ understanding of your ministry. 
• Celebrate that God has supplied your financial needs.  
• Provide an opportunity for you to reaffirm your commitment to serve long-term as an extension 

of your church and in submission to the authority of your church leaders. 
• Offers you the opportunity to thank your supporters. 
• Gives us the occasion to pray for you and for your assignment. 
• For non-ordained missionaries, commissioning includes a legal element considered by the IRS 

to be similar to ordination and allows the missionary accompanying tax privileges.   

Suggestions 
• Involve your care team in the planning and implementation. 
• Choose a venue appropriate to the size of the supporters attending. In many cases you can 

hold it in someone’s larger home. 
• Select a date. 
• Obtain RSVPs to plan for food. 
• Provide ways for your supporters to keep in touch. 
• global(x) is willing to contribute up to $500 for the cost of your event. 

Programming Elements  
Our recommendation is that the programming should be around thirty minutes. Communicate this. 
Provide an emcee to host and to keep the event moving. 

• Remarks by global(x) – Your history, your process, your mission [5 minutes]. 
• “Charge to the Missionary” and “Charge to the Supporters” by global(x) [3 minutes]. See below.   
• Presentation of your Certificate of Commissioning by global(x) [2 minutes] 
• Prayer – Laying on of hands led by Care Team 
• Your remarks – A brief summary of your story, your plans, and your prayer requests. You will 

also want to thank your supporters.  

Optional Programming Elements: 
• Music - Suggested by you. 
• Welcome by your mission agency representative (if available). 
• A word from the field – Video, audio message, or a letter. 
• Operation World prayer video for your country http://www.operationworld.org.  
• Communion  
• Love gift – extra money given for last-minute expenses  
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Charge to the Missionary  

global(x) leader: “Acknowledging that our Lord Jesus Christ calls people to work in the harvest fields 
of other countries, and given the local church’s responsibility to set apart these workers who are called 
by the Holy Spirit, do you (missionary names) gladly use your gifts and abilities, with God’s strength, to 
lead people of (place) into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ?” 

Missionary: “I do.” or “We do.” 

global(x) leader: “Do you promise to be faithful in prayer and the study of the Bible, to walk in love and 
unity with other believers, and to walk worthy of your calling in your words and in your actions?” 

Missionary: “I do.” or “We do.” 

Charge to the Supporters  

global(x) leader: “Do you as the body of Jesus Christ here at (church name) recognize that (missionary 
names) are being sent by God for missionary service in (place)?”  If yes, please respond by saying, 
“We do.” 

Supporters: “We do.” 

global(x) leader: “Do you promise to pray for (missionary names) and support them in the work the 
Holy Spirit has called them to do?” If yes, please respond by saying, “We do.” 

Supporters: “We do.” 
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