
	

EQUIPMENT PHILOSOPHY 
The stages of nearly every NPM environment, including high school and middle 
school environments, have very similar set-ups, so as to make a musician’s 
experience from environment to environment as seamless as possible. 

NPM provides a number of pieces of gear that would otherwise be cumbersome 
and time-consuming for a musician to bring/set up/ mic, etc. However, there are 
also pieces of gear that musicians prefer to bring themselves.  

Each stage has a house drum kit, although for almost every stage the drummer 
will bring his own personal snare drum and cymbals as a matter of personal 
preference and equipment accountability (because we got tired of replacing 
broken cymbals! J). 

Guitarists bring 100 percent of their own gear. While we did try to offer house 
backline in the past, the guitarists preferred to use their own equipment. Almost 
every NPM environment has built dedicated guitar amp isolation boxes offstage.  

Bass players vary, as some use their own pedal boards and Direct Injections (DI), 
while others will use the house DI. Regardless, it’s a good idea to have a high-
quality house DI specifically for bass guitar use. 

Keyboard rigs have changed the most over the years. We used to provide an 
elaborate keyboard rig with multiple keyboards and even a Hammond B3 (or slab 
organ equivalent). However, since nearly 100 percent of our regular keyboardists 
across all campuses have switched to laptop computer-based sound sources, 
the need for multiple keyboards has decreased significantly. 

All NPM adult service auditoriums now provide one 88-note weighted keyboard, 
as that is primarily all the laptop-based keyboardists now require. It is important 
to note that even though these keyboards act primarily as MIDI controllers for the 
computer sounds, prudence shows that these should still be keyboards with 
internal sounds in the case of emergency (laptop crash, etc.) or other unique 
usage situation. 

As laptop-based software sound sources became more popular, we debated if we 
should provide a house computer and software. However, it soon became clear 
that the wise choice was to allow keyboardists to bring their own laptop rigs. 
These are the computers and sound sources they use in music production 
throughout the week (hobbyist or professional), and thus they can practice with 
and tweak the sounds at home and eliminate any learning curve when attending 
rehearsals. It also allows them to take the same familiar sounds with them 
whenever and wherever they play live. 



	

All of our keyboardists use Apple MacBook Pro computers (the benchmark of the 
music community), and the vast majority of them use Apple’s MainStage 
software for live performance. MainStage comes with several GB of factory 
sounds and also acts as a host for third-party software sound sources. 

All NPM stages have in-ear monitoring systems. Most regular NPM musicians 
have chosen to purchase their own personal, custom-molded, in-ear monitors. 
There are many companies that sell these, including Westone, Ultimate Ears, 
Alclair, 1964. However, we also provide generic universal in-ear monitors for those 
who do not have their own or who need to use a pair in case of emergency. 
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