
A job for all, relocation for some…   

Jesus died. His followers grieved for three days. But when they stood next to a former dead man, 
their hopes returned and their faith in God was unshakable. Can you imagine how carefully they now 
listened to each word Jesus spoke?  His words included an extraordinary mission that would 
consume the lives of these disciples. In fact, since that day this mission continues to be primary and 
relevant for all his followers. The span of this mission exceeds any specific region of the earth 
because it focuses wherever people are. It’s a movement upon the nations, a campaign for world 
conquest. Here’s the risen Jesus speaking the mission.  

“Therefore go and MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  
Matthew 28:19-20 

Jesus’ mission to his followers is that we “make disciples of all nations”.  The churches of North Point 
Ministries have adopted this mission, but we have rephrased it to clarify its meaning for our culture. 
“Our mission is to lead people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ.” We added a strategy to 
help us carry out this mission. It is to “create environments where people are encouraged and 
equipped to pursue intimacy with God, community with insiders, and influence with outsiders”.  

This strategy involves the three elements of making disciples found in Matthew 28:19-20: going, 
baptizing, and teaching. We “go” (Matt 28:19a) by investing in the lives of those outside the faith and 
influencing them to be a guest by inviting them to one of our church environments. We call this invest 
and invite. It’s North Point’s method of personally taking on the mission of Jesus in the lives of 
outsiders. Jesus would like us all to be involved in his mission. He didn’t really allow for any 
exceptions. But we are often intimidated because “going” on a mission infers a level of difficulty. 
Jesus’ mission is usually uncomfortable because it involves being with people who don’t think and 
talk like we do. It involves influencing those in the backdrops of work or school, in our neighborhoods, 
or as participants in sports and other local interests. We “go” where values are not our values, where 
we are not known or understood. This is where Jesus is sending us.  

It’s an exhilarating day when those we have invested in accept our invitation. We hope and pray they 
will find our church environments warm and engaging and will want to return. The probabilities of this 
occurring are strong because North Point Ministries is all about creating churches that unchurched 
people love to attend. Repeated visits and clarifying discussions in a Starting Point environment 
encourage many people to cross the line to discipleship, and they join the mission. We celebrate their 
video stories on a big screen and cheer them on when they go public and are “baptized” (Matt 
28:19b) in our services.    

“Teaching them to obey” (Matt 28:20a) comes through practical preaching with clear application. The 
exceptional communicators at North Point Ministry churches make it difficult to walk out of church on 
a Sunday without the Holy Spirit encouraging us toward obedience and a more intimate 
relationshipwith Jesus Christ. Sitting in the circle of a community group with 8-12 people further 
promotes knowledge and obedience. Together, Biblical principles are learned and discussed around 
real life issues. Here life change happens and is celebrated.  

This is generally how we carry out Jesus’ mission at the North Point Ministry churches in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and strategic partner churches across North America. At our churches there’s a job for all, 
but not everyone understands their responsibility to “go.”  Those that do are reassured and 
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empowered toward success with the words of Jesus at the end of verse 20, “And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matt 28:20b) “Going” is not something we do on our own.  We 
are assured of God going with us.  

But there’s a special breed of people we call missionaries who are not content with local 
challenges. Their desire is to relocate to another country with another culture and usually another 
language. Most people don’t understand this breed. Are there not enough outsiders in America that 
need Jesus? Why would someone live as a foreigner with so many added challenges? Why would 
they leave their families and friends? The answer is that God prompts certain people to relocate by 
placing an attraction, a challenge, and a special love for those of another culture. They want to use 
their skills and abilities cross culturally. When this happens, the added challenges for them are worth 
the added efforts. Besides, missionaries are good at pointing out that Jesus’ mission is to make 
disciples of ALL NATIONS, not just disciples of OUR nation.  

Those who go as missionaries are wide-ranging in the roles they fill. Few are able to work within the 
same strategies of our North Point Ministries churches, unless they are going to one of our 
international strategic partners to help create a church in another country that unchurched people 
love to attend. Here they are utilizing the same principles, but often beneath a unique cultural look 
and approach.   

The wide-ranging roles of missionaries are many. Some missionaries are drawn to assist in the 
translation of the Bible for people groups without a Bible in their language. Some missionaries train 
pastors and leaders in a school setting or by personal mentoring. Many missionaries teach English or 
another subject while investing in the lives of students who begin asking curious questions about 
faith.  A lot of missionaries help in the relief of families and children at risk and take on those who are 
disenfranchised from the necessities of life, or from life itself. Some missionaries stand up for 
orphans, or for those in poverty or in abusive situations and they demonstrate the compassion of the 
Gospel. Many participate in community development, bringing the hope of a small business to 
support families or employment by a Christian business owner who treats his employees with value. 
These are but a few of the countless roles missionaries play.  

Within North Point Ministries global(x) guides, prepares and equips those engaged in our churches 
for long-term missionary service. Historically a missionary does not set out by himself, but is sent on 
a mission by his church.  “Mission” is derived from the Latin missionem (nom. missio), meaning, “act of 
sending” or mittere, meaning, “to send.”  In the Latin translation of the Bible, Jesus uses this word 
when sending the disciples to preach in his name. global(x) continues the tradition and responsibility 
of the church, to send church members that we believe God is calling to “make disciples” in other 
nations.  
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